SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

/ other than the threat of the sword or the lance
of the Manchu soldier. Early in his father's
orderly management of his home, Sun Yat Sen
conceived, in the quickness of his natural intelli-
gence, that if a large household such as his
father's could "be governed from within, each
member respecting the rights of the others and
accepting the house-governing rules of the head
of the household, likewise a government as be-
tween such families could be run by respecting
and enforcing respect, each family holding to its
duty to the others.
Up to the day he left China for the first time,

, Sun had never had from any source other than
!/ his own any observation on the subject of gov-
ernment. One of the first things a school-boy
learns in the Occident is the name of the con-
temporary hero, or the great men of the time.
But for the school-boy Sun there was no such
teaching. He was taught the wisdom of Confu-
cius and Mencius of some two thousand years
gone by, but as to the actual conditions of China
he was taught nothing, for no one knew anything
of real history in the whole village. There was
some talk of the long-haired rebels, but it was a
vague story. Hence Wen's independent thinking
had only progressed from a comparison of his own
home government with the Manchu control,
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